
  

 

 

Literacy 
-In a shady spot in the outside area, provide the children with 
clipboards, pencils and paper. Ask the children to look and listen to the 
world around them. Support the children to draw a picture of a mini 
beast.  
-Have a selection of writing tools available near the florist or garden 
centre role play area, along with paper on clipboards. 
-Share fiction and non-fiction books with the children around the theme 
of plants, mini beasts and growth. 
- Read and retell the traditional tales of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 
encouraging the children to join in with any repeated refrains. 

 

 

 

 

  
Mathematics 
-Using number names in order in familiar contexts up to 10 
 
-Recite numbers in order to 10 and then 10-20 
 

-Counting reliably up to 10 plastic mini beasts. 

-Using simple mathematical language to describe shapes. 

- Provide 2D shapes and shallow trays of paint for children to print onto 

butterfly wings 

-Using simple mathematical language to describe size. 

- Explore length using interlocking cubes. The children can create caterpillars 
using cubes and make direct comparisons to explore the vocabulary of short, 
long, shorter, longer, shortest, longest. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
-Role Play – Create a Garden Centre where children can buy artificial 

flowers, plastic pot, gardening gloves and plastic watering cans. 

-Playing Percussion Instruments. 

-Making 3D models of mini-beasts. 

-Making Summer Splatter Paintings in the style of Jackson Pollock. 

- Making sorry cards for the giant. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
      -Talk about how we care for mini beasts, handling them appropriately with ‘kind 

hands’ and the importance of releasing them where we found them. 

-Explore a range of feeling words that can be evoked by seeing and handling 

different mini beasts.  

     -Encourage group activities where children need to work together to solve 

problems, such as building a mini beast home . 

     -Children can work together to wrap a soft toy up like a cocoon using rolls of 

tissue paper. Talk about the importance of working together, taking turns and 

being kind.  
   - Provide opportunities for taking turns and working together, such as asking the 

children to share the use of a class ipad when on a mini beast hunt. 

 

 

Communication and Language 
-Learn a variety of songs about mini beasts e.g. ‘There’s a worm at the bottom 

of the garden’ and ‘If I were a butterfly I’d thank you lord for giving me wings.’ 

 

- Create a word bank of words that describe mini beasts, such as wiggly, 

fluttering, fast, slow and tickly. Clap out the syllables of the different 

words. 

 

-Create a mini beast habitat within a large activity tray. Collect snails and 

observe them. Provide the children with magnifying glasses so that they 

can explore where the mini beasts may be hiding. Encourage the children 

to use positional vocabulary to describe the mini beasts’ positions e.g. the 

snail is under the branch. 
 

 

Physical development 
 

To move freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as 

slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and 

hopping. 

To catch and throw a large ball. 

To hold pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole- hand grasp. 

To understand that equipment and tools have to be used safely. 

To participate in a butterfly dance.  

 

Understanding of the World 

 To use simple information books to find out about mini-beasts e.g. ladybirds, worms, 

woodlice, caterpillars, butterflies, snails 

 -Computers – how to use the mouse, choose a program, using the drawing program 

 - To plant cress seeds. Encourage the children to look closely at the changes that take 

place as a seed begins to grow. 

Talk about the conditions the seed needs to have to grow well e.g. sunlight, water and 

warmth. 

Discuss what will happen when these conditions aren’t provided? 
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