
 

 
 

 
         Friday 15th May 2020 

 

Dear Parent /Carer of a pupil in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and /or Year 6 

 

Following on from the government’s announcement on Sunday 10th May, as a school we are 

considering plans for reopening.  However, we are in no rush to do this, as we need to ensure 

that all children and staff are safe in our school environment, where we will be promoting 

social distancing.  

 

Staff have already been into school and are working to reorganise and prepare classes and 

communal areas following government guidelines.  We have looked at details of the school 

day and made changes (where we can) to promote the necessary social distancing guidelines. 

As you can imagine, this is a big task that is constantly being discussed and reviewed by staff 

to ensure that all changes are in place before any child/ren return.  

 

How will St James the Great work to keep our community safe? 

We will do what we can to minimise the risk of contracting Covid 19, but cannot promise to 

maintain or effectively manage social distancing, as you can imagine this is very difficult 

especially with the younger children. Equally, use of face masks in school is neither practical 

or desirable. PPE will be used as and when appropriate, eg for first aid and accidents. Some 

of the control measures in place for our possible return on 1st June include:  

• Reduced Class sizes and zoned areas within the school for different groups. 

• Shortened and staggered break times and lunchtimes for EYFS/KS1 and KS2. 

• No ‘mass’ gatherings e.g. for Assembly, Lunch in the hall 

• Time set aside throughout the school day for regular handwashing including upon 

entry to the school. 

• Additional cleaning during the school day and after children have finished for the day. 

• Children will start and end the school day at slightly different times to promote social 

distancing of parents outside of school.  

• Children will be brought out of classrooms to be sent to parents who will remain 

waiting outside of the school site following social distancing guidelines and not 

standing in huddles or groups chatting. 

• Children will work with the same adults on consecutive days. 

• All soft furnishings, and water trays, playdough etc have been removed from EYFS 

classrooms. 

 



This list of control measure is not exhaustive and we will continue to risk assess in the days 

ahead. We know we need to work towards making the school as safe as we can, as we strive 

to promote social distancing.  The safety and well-being of the whole school community is 

paramount in our decision making and we will do all we can to maintain it. Should the 

national or local situation change it may be that the school does not open, either due to 

national directive or because of local knowledge.  

What do we need to know now? 

Any return remains subject to confirmation and in order to facilitate social distancing we will 

not be in a position to have all the children from the school in at once, until it is scientifically 

proven safe to do so.  

However, in the longer term once the school re-opens more fully, EYFS, Y1 and Y6 siblings 

would always attend school on the same day and Key Workers and vulnerable children, 

continue to have the option of being in school every day. Initially, siblings in other Year 

groups will not be able to attend school, in line with Government guidelines. 

To assist us in the planning process, we now need the Parents and Carers of children in 

Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 classes only, to give an indication of whether their child 

is likely to return on June 1st. Please phone the office if you are happy to consider this.  

School staff will be making a series of phone calls should you wish to discuss any 

concerns you have (if you subsequently change your mind, please let us know as soon as 

possible).   

 

 

However, you may decide that even with these changes in place it will not be safe enough for 

your child/ren to return. Please be assured that this does remain your decision, as a family 

you will have many things to consider. We will respect and support your decision.  If you 

decide to keep your child at home, your child will have access to the materials that are being 

sent home for children to complete on the weeks they are not in school. 

What happens for Y2, Y3, Y4 & Y5?  

St James the Great will continue to provide work for children who are ‘home learning’, as has 

happened since 23rd March, however we will revert to providing hardcopies of work packs 

that you can collect for your children to complete at home. This will continue up to and 

including the end of term.  Materials will also be prepared for children in EYFS, Y1 and Y6 

for any week when they will be learning from home.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr D O’Regan 


