
 

22nd May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Again, can I thank you for your continued hard work in support of your child’s learning whilst you 

remain at home.  The teachers and I have been delighted to see photos of the things you have been 

doing.  You’ve done a great job! 

Assuming the Government confirms that schools will be reopening, I can now share some more 

information with you about how St James the Great will operate from 1st June for children in 

Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 only as well as ‘Key Worker’s’ children. 

Please keep to the following start times and finish times: 

Nursery…………………..      8:40 – 3:20 

Reception………………...      8:50 – 3:25 

Year 1……………………….. 8:40 - 3:30 

Year 6…………………………8:40 – 3:25 

Key worker children…………..8:50 – 3:30 

 

• The numbers in each class will be no bigger than 15, and even then the children are arranged 

into smaller ‘pods’ who will work with a consistent adult from your child’s class team. 

• Key Worker children from EYFS, Y1 & Y6 will attend their own Year Group classes. 

• Other Key worker children will also be arranged into ‘pods’ as these numbers are sufficient to 

do this. 

• During this time no callers, including parents, will be allowed on to the school site, unless 

they have an appointment.  The school office can be contacted from 8:00am until 4:00pm 

each day or use the email: office@stjamesthegreat.southwark.sch.uk 

• Be prepared to practise social distancing whilst waiting to drop children off before school. 

Staff will be at the various entrances to greet children and guide them to their class line in the 

playgrounds. EYFS will line at their class door. Year 1, 6 and Key workers in the main 

playground. They will wash their hands immediately as they arrive. We encourage you to just 

have one adult walking your child(ren) to school to avoid too many people at drop off points.  

• School uniform requirements are being relaxed.  If your child has grown out of their 

uniform, please do not buy new for the last few weeks of this academic year.  Shorts/tracksuit 

bottoms/ leggings (black or navy blue) with a (white) t-shirt and trainers on their feet is fine.  

But be prepared to send a coat in case it is chilly or wet. 

• Send your child with a full-size water bottle – the water fountains have been closed off for 

hygiene reasons. 

• Do not send your child to school with a bag (other than the EYFS - just one bag that will 

remain in school with a change of clothes). 

• Lunch will be a school packed lunch which the children will eat in their classrooms. 

• The timetable for the day has been altered and the playground space zoned to accommodate 

dedicated play space for each pod of children.  



• Children will be reminded to wash their hands throughout the day and staff will be practising 

good respiratory hygiene – use of tissue along with ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’. 

• Prepare your child for this return to school by using the images and guidance on the school 

website. 

• Prepare your child for their friends not being at school, nor being in the same ‘pod, as 

friendship groups cannot be guaranteed.  

• If you suspect your child is unwell with COVID-19 symptoms or anything else, DO NOT 

send them to school. 

 

I appreciate this letter contains a lot of information for you to think about and organise, including in 

relation to your own working and caring commitments.  

Please also be assured that St James the Great will continue to do what we can to support you and 

your child with their Home Learning, although remember that the capacity to assist will be less, 

reflecting the fact that your child’s Class Teachers will be in school each day and will no longer have 

time working from home.   

In summary, the most important thing you can do is be positive, regularly check the website pages, 

remind your children about regular hand washing, using only their own resources and the importance 

of listening to new rules around school.  We understand that this is going to be a very strange time for 

them, but as a school we are going to do our utmost to ensure that they are happy, learning and safe! 

With thanks for your continued support and patience.  

 

Mr D O’Regan                                                   Ms J Babb 

Head of School                                                  Executive Headteacher 
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