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Welcome to ‘Home Learning!’ 

Our Amazing World ~ Summer 1 ~ 2020 

Hello Everyone, how are you? 

I hope you all had a lovely Easter and enjoyed your holidays. I also pray that you are 

keeping safe and well and are beginning to get used to spending more time at home 

together.  

To get through staying in at home, it is very important for you and your child to follow 

some structure in the day and highly beneficial for your child’s emotional development 

for them to follow a routine each day. As well as eating and sleeping this consists of 

learning, playing, completing chores and spending time with the family! 

Now that school is closed, each week you will be able to access ‘Home Learning’ from 

the school website. The main focus will be basic skills such as phonics activities, 

reading, writing, maths skills and activities and games to ensure learning and play is still 

taking place. Please refer to the ‘Learning Schedule’ of what you can do on a daily basis 

to give your child that routine.  

Please do not worry if you do not get all this completed. No one will be checking up on 

you to make sure you are doing all these activities! Find your own approach, you are your 

child’s first educator and this is just guidance on how you can spend time educating 

your child that would be most beneficial to their learning and development. Our biggest 

ask of you is to develop your child’s language and communication skills, so please use 

the questions and vocabulary provided. This can be achieved through stories, role play, 

cooking, tidying up and general play. 

The topic for this half term is ‘Our Amazing World’. We will be learning about ‘Growing’ 

for animals and plants and ‘Recycling’, so please keep all the recyclable items that you 

would usually bring in to school at home for your child to use to make their junk 

modelling creations with. I will try to plan for the children to do activities using the 



items that that you would usually have readily available to use at home. Please do not 

go out specially to buy non-essential things. 

Please do not feel your child needs to be learning all day every 

day. We do not expect you to recreate school at home. Learning 

at home is very different from learning in school.  I do not advise 

that you try to do this all in one go if it is a formal task. This 

would not be an appropriate expectation for a child of 4 or 5. 

Spend 5 or 10 minutes and then let your child have a 

snack/play/practical task and then return later. Remember, 

anything can be learning. From making a sandwich, playing a board 

game, playing Lego, dressing up, to playing with coins.  

Your child might have questions for you. Answer them honestly, but at an age 

appropriate level being careful not to scare your child. Be careful what news pictures 

are on in your house. Children see things differently to adults and something small to 

us might cause children to worry unnecessarily.  

Remember to make time for prayer. The children could share the morning prayer, grace 

before and after meal prayers and the evening prayer. You could even do some 

mindfulness and meditation using the videos from the ‘Home Learning’ page. I'm sure 

the children can talk you through what we do in school.  

Remember to be active! The children spend a lot of time in school moving. This is good 

not only for their physical health, but very important for their mental health too. Please 

also refer to the websites on the ‘Home Learning’ page for ideas! 

I would love to see how the children are getting on at home. I ask that you send me one 

picture a week of something your child is proud of. It could be a writing task, maths 

challenge, creative task, outdoor activity, a great photo they’ve taken or even learning 

to make a sandwich for the first time. I intend to add pictures to the class website 

just as I do when we’re in school. This can be emailed to me at: 

reception@stjamesthegreat.southwark.sch.uk 

During these unprecedented times of uncertainty, I hope you and your child enjoy the 

ideas outlined in this letter, and most importantly find Home Learning fun and enjoyable 

too.  I wish you every happiness and success with this new way of learning and I will be 

in touch again soon.  

Please take care and stay safe. 

God Bless 

Miss Bonnici 
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